
2014-15 Missouri S&T Athletics In Review  

 

Team Accomplishments 
 

-Men’s track & field team won the Great Lakes Valley Conference championship for the second consecutive 

year and third time since 2009.  The Miners won four individual events at the outdoor championships and also 

captured the title in the 4x400-meter relay to win the meet by 69 points, the largest margin in four seasons. 

-Men’s track & field team finished second at the GLVC Indoor Championships, with three conference 

championships earned. 

-Men’s track & field team also had one individual qualify for the NCAA Division II Outdoor Championships, 

as it had three provisional qualifiers during the outdoor season and two in the indoor season. 

-Swimming team finished 16th at the NCAA Division II Championships and also placed second at the GLVC 

Championships; all five of its national qualifiers earned All-America honors.   

-Swimming team won five events at the GLVC Championships, including repeat wins in the 100-, 200- and 

1,000-yard freestyle, 200-yard breaststroke and 800-yard freestyle relay. 

-Volleyball team earned its second berth to the NCAA Division II Tournament and reached the GLVC 

semifinals for the third time in four seasons. 

-Volleyball team’s win over 11th-ranked Grand Valley State marked the highest-ranked opponent ever defeated 

by an S&T volleyball team.  It also won a match after dropping the first two sets for the second time in program 

history in its win at Wisconsin-Parkside. 

-Women’s soccer team earned its first trip to the championship game of the GLVC Tournament after recording 

a shutout win over Bellarmine in the opening round and a win in penalty kicks in the semifinals over defending 

champion Quincy. 

-Women’s soccer team won six consecutive home games, the first five by shutout.  The six-game home winning 

streak was the team’s longest in 17 seasons and the five straight home shutouts were the most in succession in 

school history. 

-Women’s track & field team finished fourth at the GLVC Indoor and Outdoor Championships, with one 

conference championship captured during the outdoor meet.  The Lady Miners had three NCAA Division II 

provisional qualifiers during the outdoor season and one in the indoor season. 

-Men’s soccer team reached the GLVC Tournament for the second straight season and eighth time in 10 years. 

-Men’s soccer team finished the season with seven shutouts, including five in a seven-game stretch and allowed 

only one goal in its final four home contests. 

-Baseball team made the GLVC Tournament for the fourth time in the last five seasons.  The Miners swept two 

four-game series in conference play for the first time since 2011. 

-Men’s cross country team finished sixth at the GLVC Championships and had an eighth place finish among the 

27 non-NCAA Division I teams at the University of Arkansas. 

-Football team recorded a road win over Saint Joseph’s – who finished second in the GLVC – as part of a three-

game winning streak during the year.  It marked the eighth time in the last 10 seasons that the Miners have 

posted a winning streak of at least three games. 

-Football team had a player earn All-America honors for the third consecutive season and had its first selection 

since 1993 to the American Football Coaches Association’s All-America squad. 

-Men’s basketball team started its season with wins in eight of its first 10 games, the best 10-game start for the 

Miners since the 1996-97 campaign. 

-Women’s basketball team led the GLVC in three-point percentage at 39.3 percent – good for third in NCAA 

Division II for the season. 

-Softball team ranked eighth in NCAA Division II for double plays turned per game with 0.49 and was third in 

overall double plays in the GLVC with 19. 

-Women’s cross country team finished seventh at the GLVC Championships and had its third All-GLVC 

performer all-time at the 2014 meet. 

 

 



Institutional Accomplishments 
 

-University finished 12th among the GLVC schools in 2014-15 Learfield Sports Director’s Cup standings for 

NCAA Division II. 

-Missouri S&T was named as the recipient of the GLVC’s Student-Athlete Advisory Committee’s Challenge 

Trophy for the 2014-15 season, the first time the university has earned this award. 

-Missouri S&T’s softball and men’s and women’s track & field teams were named as recipients of the GLVC 

Student-Athlete Advisory Committee’s sportsmanship award during the season.  The men’s track & field team 

won the award for both the indoor and outdoor seasons. 

-Former student-athletes Jordan Henry and Tamara McCaskill were inducted into the GLVC Hall of Fame, 

marking the third straight year in which S&T had inductees into the league’s Hall of Fame. 

-Another former student-athlete, John Gibson, was named as the recipient of the GLVC’s Charles Bertram 

Alumni Award of Distinction; he is the third from S&T to earn this award. 

 

Individual Accomplishments 
 

-All-America performers: 8 – Will Brown (football), Miguel Chavez (swimming), Jon Glaser (swimming), 

Krista Haslag (volleyball), Aljaz Kerc (swimming), Eirik Nielsen (swimming), Lucas Rosenbaum (men’s track 

& field), Keith Sponsler (swimming). 

-All-Region selections: 4 – Will Brown (football), Krista Haslag (volleyball), Sabrina Hostler (women’s 

soccer), Lucas Rosenbaum (men’s track & field). 

-All-GLVC selections: 43 (16 men’s track & field, 9 football, 6 swimming, 5 baseball, 2 volleyball, 2 women’s 

track & field, 1 softball, 1 women’s cross country, 1 women’s soccer). 

-GLVC swimming champions: Jon Glaser, Aljaz Kerc, Eirik Nielsen, Keith Sponsler, Miguel Chavez. 

-GLVC men’s track & field champions: Trevor King, Lucas Rosenbaum, Peter Simpson, Jaren Underwood, 

Joseph Vellella, 4x400-meter relay team (Tyler Percy, Jared Patterson, Stephan Hickman, J.R. Frisella). 

-GLVC women’s track & field champion: Katlyn Meier. 

-GLVC Player of the Week awards: 17 – Dillon Bowman (football), Miguel Chavez (swimming), Molly 

Clement (women’s track & field), Kaitlyn Deister (women’s soccer), Micah Dohlen (baseball), Cody Durand 

(men’s track & field), Spencer Elrod (football), Sabrina Hostler (women’s soccer), Aljaz Kerc (swimming), 

Trevor King (men’s track & field), Zach Melber (football; twice), Jackie Pyles (volleyball), Luxas Rosenbaum 

(men’s track & field), Peter Simpson (men’s track & field), Joseph Vellella (men’s track & field), Lamar 

Wilkes (football). 

-Track & Field coach Sterling Martin was named as the GLVC’s “Coach of the Year” for the men’s outdoor 

season. 

-Lucas Rosenbaum (men’s track & field) was selected to compete at the NCAA Division II Outdoor Track & 

Field Championships in the pole vault, where he finished in 12th place to earn second-team All-America honors.  

Rosenbaum was also named as the GLVC’s “Freshman of the Year” for the indoor season. 

-Trevor King and Jaren Underwood (both men’s track & field) won the indoor and outdoor GLVC titles in their 

respective events, King in the multi-events and Underwood in the triple jump. 

-Swimming coach Doug Grooms was named as the GLVC’s “Coach of the Year” for the 2014-15 season. 

-Keith Sponsler (swimming) was named as the “Swimmer of the Year” in the Great Lakes Valley Conference 

after winning two individual GLVC titles and being part of the winning 200- and 800-yard freestyle relay 

teams.  He would later finish seventh in the 200-yard freestyle at the NCAA Division II Championships. 

-Miguel Chavez (swimming) finished fifth in the 200-yard breaststroke at the NCAA Division II 

Championships and would later earn a berth to the Pan American Games to compete for Mexico’s national 

team. 

-Jon Glaser (swimming) finished sixth on an individual basis in the 500-yard freestyle at the NCAA Division II 

Championships and also led off S&T’s 800-yard freestyle relay team that included Keith Sponsler, Aljaz Kerc 

and Eirik Nielsen to an eighth place finish. 

 



-Reed Brown (baseball) finished his career ranked third on the career hit list at Missouri S&T with 187 hits and 

had the Miners’ first multiple home run game in five seasons with two at Missouri Southern. 

-Will Brown (football) led the GLVC with seven interceptions – tied for seventh in NCAA Division II -- and 

ranked 11th nationally in passes defended with 20. 

-Daleroy Davey (football) ranked second in the GLVC in quarterback sacks with 13, which also ranked sixth in 

NCAA Division II and was 16th in the country with 19 tackles for a loss. 

-James Holloway (men’s soccer) ranked fourth in the GLVC in saves per game and tied for fourth with seven 

shutouts. 

Leigh-Ann Kesper (women’s basketball) led the GLVC in blocked shots with 54, the second-highest single-

season total in school history.  

-Sabrina Hostler (women’s soccer) became the first Lady Miner in over a decade to score at least 11 goals in a 

season. 

-Kaitlyn Deister (women’s soccer), who recorded eight shutouts during the season which included two in the 

GLVC Tournament, was named as the Disney Soccer/NSCAA national “Player of the Week” on Oct. 7. 

-Krista Haslag finished 23rd in NCAA Division II volleyball for blocks with 133, the fifth-most in the GLVC. 

She also had the fifth-best hitting percentage in the GLVC at .319. 

 

School Record Performances 

 

Individual records: 
-Tyler Bodenstab (baseball): Broke the single season record for runs scored with 45 and career stolen base mark 

with 49. 

-Lance Portwood (baseball): Tied the single game record for hits with five vs. McKendree and also set the 

single season (414) and career (987) records for putouts recorded. 

-Danylo Zuikov (men’s basketball): Set the single game record for assists with 13 vs. McKendree. 

-Lamar Wilkes and Melvin Stovall (football): Connected on the longest touchdown pass and play from 

scrimmage in school history, a 95-yard touchdown pass vs. Lindenwood-Belleville; the play also tied the 

longest play from scrimmage in GLVC history. 

-Keith Sponsler (swimming): Set new marks in three freestyle events, with times of 20.28 seconds in the 50-

freestyle, 44.16 in the 100 and 1:36.57 in the 200. 

-Miguel Chavez (swimming): Broke the school record in the 200-yard breaststroke with a time of 1:57.31 and 

tied the 100-breaststroke record at 1:57.31. 

-Aljaz Kerc (swimming): Set a new record in the 200-yard individual medley with a time of 1:48.91. 

-Trevor King (men’s track & field): Set a new mark in the indoor heptathlon with 4,807 points. 

-Bessie Mullins (women’s track & field): Established new records in the indoor 60-meter hurdles of 9.32 

seconds, outdoor 100-meter hurdles of 15.14 seconds and outdoor long jump with a mark of 19-feet. 

-Katlyn Meier (women’s track & field): Broke the record in the outdoor 400-meter hurdles with a time of 

1:01.65 – which won the GLVC title – and anchored the 4x400-meter relay team with Rachael Lawal, Erika 

Simple and Natalie Schriever that also set a new record of 3:53.04. 

-Leigh-Ann Kesper (women’s basketball): Set a single game record with eight blocked shots in a win over 

LeMoyne-Owen. 

-Shelby Michaelis (softball): Tied the single game record with three doubles vs. William Jewell. 

-Krista Haslag (volleyball): Recorded the best attack percentage in a four-set match of .633 in a win over 

Bellarmine.  She also had the third-highest number of solo (24) and assisted (109) blocks in a season. 

-Allie Plunk (volleyball): Posted the third-highest number of assists in a season with 1,145.  

 

Team records: 
Men’s Basketball: Set single season record for steals (265). 

Softball: Set record for double plays turned (20). 

Volleyball: Highest attack percentage (.296) in a four-set match.  



Academic Accomplishments 
 

-GLVC All-Academic awards: 173 

 

-ADA Academic Achievement awards: 49 

 

-Capital One Academic All-America awards: Ryan Lawhead (men’s soccer, first team), Keith Sponsler 

(swimming, first team), Katlyn Meier (women’s track & field, second team), Anna Fink (women’s soccer, third 

team). 

 

-Academic All-District awards: Anna Fink (women’s soccer), Josip Juric (football), Ryan Lawhead (men’s 

soccer), Katlyn Meier (women’s track & field), Keith Sponsler (swimming). 

 

-GLVC Council of Presidents Academic Excellence Awards: Molly Clement (women’s track & field), Rachel 

Glenn (softball), Mary Hapak (women’s soccer), Ryan Layne (swimming), Katlyn Meier (women’s track & 

field), Alison Mueller (volleyball), Michael Nesbitt (men’s basketball), Sydnee Schram (women’s track & 

field), David Zdvorak (men’s soccer). 

 

-GLVC Team Academic Awards: Men’s cross country, women’s cross country, softball, volleyball. 

 

-GLVC Scholar-Athlete of the Year: Keith Sponsler (swimming) 

 

-CSCAA Scholar All-America Awards: Miguel Chavez, Jon Glaser, Ryan Layne, Keith Sponsler 

 

-USTFCCCA All-Academic (Spring 2014): Tim Sills, Mary Ann Bradshaw, Taylor Cipicchio, Rachel Ederle.  

 

-Swimming team earned CSCAA academic award for winter 2014 and spring 2015 semesters. 

 

-Softball team earned NFCA Scholar-Athlete award as a team in fall of 2014 and had five individuals – Rachel 

Glenn, Hannah Jokisch, Jackie Lybarger, Bethany Rader and Cassie Rizzo -- earn individual honors from the 

organization. 

 

-Volleyball team earned AVCA team academic award. 

 

-Men’s and women’s cross country teams earned all-academic team honors from the United States Track & 

Field and Cross Country Coaches Association. 

 

-Men’s and women’s track & field teams earned all-academic team honors from the United States Track & 

Field and Cross Country Coaches Association. 

 

-Men’s and women’s soccer teams earned NSCAA team academic awards. 

 

 


